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Chronic Wasting Disease
Management, Testing, Research & Partnerships





• While there are no known human cases, 
the CDC and World Health Organization do 
not recommend consuming untested 
venison from areas of known CWD 
infection.

• DNR 2019 Harvest Survey: 82% of hunters 
agreed that the CWD status of harvested 
deer was important to them; and 45% 
agreed that knowing the CWD status of 
harvested deer is critical to their decision 
to hunt.

CWD Testing: Essential for Disease Surveillance 
AND Hunter Participation





Association Fish & Wildlife Agency Technical Report on Chronic Wasting Disease

Recommended Best Practices Include:
• Utilize harvest or other removal mechanisms to manage prevalence 

by: 1) targeting the portion of the population most likely to have 
CWD, 2) targeting animals in known CWD hotspots, 3) targeting timing 
of removal to most effectively remove infected animals, and 4) reduce 
cervid density in CWD positive areas with high density populations.

• Utilize a coordinated, adaptive management approach to provide for 
strategic application and evaluation of experimental CWD suppression 
strategies whereby the data gathered from these efforts would then 
be used to develop improved strategies.

Research & Adaptive Management Are Essential To 
Managing CWD
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Key Research & Adaptive Management 
Elements

• Hunter Support:  68% & 63%
• Antlerless Harvest Goal: 1.1 

Antlerless per Antlered Achieved 
1.18 - Early Success!

• In Season Harvest Goal Achievement 
Feedback

• Antler Point Restrictions focus effort 
on animals most likely to be infected. 



• Legislature, DNR and Stakeholder groups partner to ensure that there is 
adequate surveillance testing, and any hunter in a known CWD area can 
get their deer tested in a convenient, low or no cost manner.

• That the House Natural Resources Committee reject Senate Resolution 
17.

• Draft and support a resolution supporting ongoing CWD management 
research including the use antler point restrictions and hunter harvest 
goals through at least the 2022 hunting season.

• Funding be provided for CWD coordinators & habitat grants in the CWD 
Management area to:
• Partner with hunters and wildlife cooperatives on achieving antlerless 

harvest goals, CWD testing and management
• Improve habitat to reduce concentrations of deer

Recommendations


